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January 2008
SNIPPET – NEWS
Happy New Year Everyone!!!!   Hope you are all looking forward to the year ahead, and best wishes to you all.  Thank you to everyone for your support and help over the past year and here’s to another bumper year for BAAGS.  A full and busy year lies ahead.
· Thank you to MAXTON 21…the cheque which was presented to Derek on New Years Eve for £381-05p…money which they had raised throughout 2007 with various events including coffee mornings with excellent raffle prizes and goods for sale!!!  Thank you, everyone who supported MAXTON 21….the money will be ring-fenced to ensure that the TRAINING for 2008 will go ahead as hoped.
· Thank you to the STAFF and Management of LOCHCARRON of Selkirk.  Derek recently was presented with a whopping cheque for £1, 072-.  Money raised through the annual raffle held for all Lochcarron staff.  Thank You all, for your generosity and support.  The money has been paid into the Training Fund and will guarantee the training events for 2008 / 2009 will be kept affordable, allowing parents and individuals with an Autistic Specific Disorder attend.  Thank you to everyone who gave so generously.
· Thank you to everyone who has donated their unwanted and un-needed books…we have had our first cheque for 2008….£433-13p.  Please, anyone who has books, or know someone who has books, that you no longer want or need…give BAAGS a call… BOOKS ALWAYS WANTED….we collect from anywhere across the Borders.
· 100 Club…winning number was ball 34…Sheena wins £25. Numbers are still available, please, treat yourself to a second number, and ask you friends/family to take one too!
· Thank you to everyone who attended the January meeting…apologies to anyone disappointed that the planned Education Guests had to be postponed.  Unfortunately, due to ill health, some guests were unable to attend, so it was agreed to postpone the meeting until the next meeting…February 25th.  Brian Keenan, Maria-Lucia McConnichie, Councillor Bill Herd and Councillor John Mitchell have all accepted out invitation to come along and enlighten our Members as to the changes around Denholm Primary School and Autism in Education.  The meeting is open to Non-BAAGS Members, but should numbers be too great, members will be given priority.

· Training…March 12th 2008…enclosed is details of the event plus booking form.  Places are limited, so early booking is advisable.  Dean has a lot of personal experiences of his life with Asperger Syndrome, throughout schooling and life….this is an ideal opportunity for anyone wishing to learn how to improve their skills with working with autistic people.  Open to everyone…so bring a family member/friend/work colleague.  The fees for delegates are very affordable; thanks to the generosity of the public support we have received.
2008 DIARY DATES

· APRIL 28th.  This will be our annual AGM.  Every one welcome to attend.
· MAY 22nd.  Borders Interactive Gathering Event…the event held in the Volunteer Hall, Galashiels, which allows various organisation to exhibit their talents and skills.  BAAGS will be on show, promoting what we do and who we are…so come along and give your support.

· JUNE 11th.    Luke Beardon training workshop.  Luke is admired across the world for his experience and knowledge about autism.  This is too good an opportunity to miss, so book your place early.
· SEPTMBER 17th.  Richard Exely.  Managing Anger.  Richard has personal experience and knowledge of Asperger Syndrome, as well as many years of raising awareness and educating people about the condition…from childhood through to adulthood and all aspects of life in-between.  Another enlightening, entertaining and knowledgeable opportunity.  Early booking advised for all of our training events.

· NOVEMBER 7th.  BAAGS BIG NIGHT OOT.  Victoria Halls, Selkirk.  Gael force and Absolutely Legless are two of the acts to provide the night’s entertainment.  Licensed bar available, tickets will be sold (£8) so organise your diaries around the date!!!
· NOVEMBER 24th.  Annual QUIZ NIGHT.  £5 and includes free mince pies!  Great night out, loads of laughs along the way.  Thank you to Linda and Malcolm and everyone at the Kings Arms, Melrose for the free use of the room every month, and for the fantastic buffet you provide at our quiz.  You are a very important part of BAAGS.  Thank you, also, Linda and Charlie for your questions and comperé…..without which the quiz would not happen!

Members and non-members are invited to attend all events.
-----------------------------------

2009 will follow shortly…..

