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Scottish Autism Service Network 

Conference Forum Feedback –30th November 2006 
Thank you for attending the Multi-Professional Health Forum at the SASN Conference and we apologise for the delay in getting back to you.  Your input, thoughts and ideas have been very interesting and useful.

The information and feedback from the forum, on the following page, has been transferred directly from the flip chart sheets with the written thoughts of those in the forum group.  However, we have put some terms in full and explained some terms.

Therefore, the information has not been translated in any way and is presented mainly in the format it was written.  This is so that our interpretation does not influence what was said.  However, we must make it clear that the views and terminology expressed from the forum is not necessarily those of the Scottish Autism Network who led the group.

All the information provided from the forum has been read thoroughly and we are we now able to feed back to all those who took part about what Scottish Autism Network intends to do with this information.
1) The Scottish Autism Network will look at the examples of good practice and follow up any contacts or organisations that were mentioned to gain information from those people leading these specific projects, units etc.  Any relevant information (with permission of those leading the services) will be included on the website and possibly in our newsletters so that others can see and read about these examples of good practice and how they carry out their work. 
2) The Scottish Autism Network will, in due course, promote the work, ethos, and practice of those mentioned in point (1) to participants of the Scottish Autism Network and to all local area groups/networks in order to encourage them take up similar models of work and practices.

3) The Scottish Autism Network will collate the information gained from this and other forums and make this publicly available and present this to relevant authorities and government bodies as appropriate. The aim is to encourage those organisations to consider the needs of people with ASD and their family members more readily, to take on board information provided by the Scottish Autism Network forums and to support staff within their workplaces to be able to access and take part in the Scottish Autism Network.

4) The Scottish Autism Network will seek information, factsheets and web links on the topics and areas suggested at the forums so that they are available through the Network and on its web site.  We will aim to create information not already available and publicise it to those who need to be made aware of this information.

5) Any comments about the way the forum session was set up or carried out will be considered and acted upon for future forums.
6) The Scottish Autism Network is in the process of setting up a number of networks which may be of interest to you (such as Transitions, Sexuality, Advocacy, Social Work etc). Some of these will be physical, some will be virtual and some will be both depending on the views of the membership. SASN plans to keep you informed of other network developments should you wish to participate. SASN is also planning a range of seminars which will cover some of the issues raised below.

Once again, thank you for your time and views.

Please see below for detailed feedback from the forum  
Forum 8 Multi Professional Health

Forum 8 Group1

Question 1

(1) Referral process (open)

(2) Assessment

(3) MDT :- meeting

(4) Framework

(5) PCP

(6) Care planning

Question 2

(1) MDT:- Group discussion

(2) Earlybird:-until 8yrs

(3) Pre-school

(4) Unit – within mainstream school primary + secondary

(5) Training process:-for different professionals

(6) Workshop:-3:30/5pm 2 weekly

(7) ASD:-clinic +school involvement

Forum 8 Group2

Question 1

Borders Autism Team

· Multi-disciplinary team – joint health, social work, education

· Small educational unit under age 8

· Small educational unit to age 11

· OT, music therapist, SALT, PAED, psychiatrist, clinical psychologist, art therapy

· Sensory integration, soft, play, music therapy

· See up to age 16

Autism Spectrum Project Intervention, Review and Evaluate (ASPIRE)

· > 16 yrs

· Multi-disciplinary, social work health

· OT, SALT, clinical psychologist, comm. care officer, psychologist, assistant psychologist , nursing, s/w

· LD initially, now non – LD too

· Assessment + advice + referral on

LD CAMHS Team (city wide, NHS Glasgow)

· Tier 3 MH Service

· Age 5-17 yrs, mod (severe LD + persisting Mental Health problems

· Multi-disciplinary  

· Clinical Psychol.( child or adolescent), OT, psychiatrist, support workers, SLTs, nurse therapists

· Assessment + intervention, consultancy

Question 2
Special interest group – Edinburgh (autism)

ADOS Network – Borders, Edinburgh, Fife

Adult autism service – Edinburgh (SE Scotland) – diagnostic

OT Special interest group in autism

Meet Stirling, Perth 4/12

Autism co-ordinator, borders, networking

Employment support service – moray

Specific worker dedicated to clients with autism

Forum 8 Group3
Question 1

· Multi professional team to carry out diagnosis + action planning

· Insecure between areas i.e. charities / nhs/ schools

· Sharing of cases / techniques / progress

· E.g. Music therapy symposium to promote examples of music therapy cases (run by Nordoff-Robbins Scotland in 2005 & planned for 2007, open to all interested parties)

Question 2
OREMS – care in the community, ++

i.e. – meetings with Carstairs regularly to plan discharge programmes

Need for links of any sort between health + education to pass on information + set up support / action plans for newly diagnosed children

Forum 8 Group4
Question 1

· Development of training package by multi-professional team specific to severe learning disability and autism, Greenbank centre, NHS Lothian

· Adult autism service co-ordinator within Lothian

· Collaboration and good communication amongst all health professionals i.e. Regular meetings, learning disability team, Ayrshire (including pharmacy)

· Service redesign group in Lothian, includes service users, health and social care

· Care pathway

Question 2

· MCN (Managed Care Network) across South East Scotland. Autism interest group held monthly in Edinburgh. Open to social care/health

· OT (occupational therapy) special interest group throughout Scotland

· One stop shop run by autism initiative

· On-line information would be beneficial as easier to access/more flexible
Forum 8 Group 5
Question 1

(1) Autism Resource Centre (ARC) – Glasgow (post-16)

(2) Pre-SCAT (pre-school community assessment team) – multi-agency (Lanarkshire) (up to 16)

(3) Post Diagnostic Advisor (Lanarkshire) (up to 16)

(4) South East of Scotland Autism managed care network – consultancy service (post-16)

(5) Research-Glasgow – human movement action understanding

(6) Social understanding – social intentions

(7) Borders ASD working group

Question 2

(1) MCN (SE Scotland)

a. Working group

b. Interest group

c. Consultancy service

(2) DISCO Network (ARC)

(3) NAS support group (Lanarkshire) -> Links with Pre-SCAT

(4) SASN

(5) Hoping to develop research network

· workshops

· regular meetings

· internet

· working groups







please note: the views and terminology expressed in this information are not necessarily those of the Scottish Autism Network and the facilitators who led each group and we do not necessarily endorse any comments that are made here


